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History in the Making

Introduction
“What is history? An echo of the past in the future;
a reflex from the future on the past.”
- Victor Hugo (1802–1885).1
Welcome to the fifteenth edition of California State University,
San Bernardino’s annual student-run history journal, History in the
Making. As with all of our previous versions, the journal is
composed of work from talented and rigorous students from
CSUSB and other collegiate institutions. Year after year, the
editorial board strives to create a volume that is intriguing, timely,
and historically insightful. The editors sought to create a journal
that reflects the dynamic nature of history; a journal that invites
discussion and analysis to get closer to non-tangible truths about
the past. Our hope is to impart onto readers an informative and
captivating journal that further contributes to the discourse and
complexity of various historical events and subjects, while also
igniting a passion to pursue historical scholarship.
This year’s board is honored to present six full-length articles, four
in memoriam pieces, two book reviews, three film reviews, and
three museum exhibit reviews. Topics vary from the imprisonment
of Hopi nation members on Alcatraz to the development of
synthetic rubber in the United States during World War II to the
importance of enslaved Africans’ provision gardens in the colonial
transatlantic botanical exchange. The fifteenth edition of the
journal grapples with timely themes such as Indigenous and Latinx
communities and their reclaiming of mainstream history, the
complexities and intricacies of Black identity, culture, and
resistance, and United States politics ranging from the American
1
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Revolution to the War on Terror. Equally important, there are
additional pieces that focus on women, gender equality, and
disability.
The image on the cover of this year’s journal is a portion of a
photo showing nineteen Hopi Elders who were imprisoned by the
United States in 1894 and sent to Alcatraz for one year. The full
image is featured in the first full-length article titled, “Alcatraz, A
Pelican’s Brief,” by Cecelia Smith. As Smith discusses, the United
States government imprisoned these Hopi men for refusing to
abandon traditional agricultural practices and send their children to
American boarding schools. She also reflects on a group of
Indigenous activists known as the “Indians of All Tribes” (IOAT),
who protested the colonization of the island and requested the land
be returned to Native sovereignty in 1969.
Our second article is “Coping with Trauma” by Erika Kelley.
Drawing from transpersonal psychology, Kelly examines how
ancient Egyptians relied on religion, magic, and communication
with their deities during childbirth. She describes various Egyptian
gods and goddesses known for creating children and providing
protection for both mother and child during childbirth and infancy.
Analyzing various archeological artifacts and ancient documents,
Kelley considers the interconnectivity of modern psychology and
how ancient Egyptians believed that performing rituals and spells
connected them to deities who could help during the laborious and
often dangerous event of childbirth.
Our third article is Deborah Zuk’s “Oration and Theater in the
American Revolution.” Adding to the discourse on colonial
America, Zuk considers the influential role orators and performers
played in rallying support from colonists to revolt against the
British. Moreover, she examines the similarities and differences of
both careers. While colonists’ had opposing social stigma between
oration and theater, one being revered and the other condemned,
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both held significant sway over colonists and were used as grounds
to advocate for independence.
Nyla Provost is the author of our fourth article, “The Development
of Synthetic Rubber and its Significance in World War II.” Prior to
World War II, the United States relied solely on natural rubber
supplies, primarily from Southeast Asia. During the height of the
war, with Japan occupying the majority of the Pacific, Provost
discusses how the American government, scientists, and
businessmen came to manufacture synthetic rubber. She highlights
the race between Germany and the United States in the
development of synthetic rubber, as well as the rationing efforts
imposed by the United States government.
Next, our fifth article is Jesus Ruvalcaba’s “The Recognition of the
United States: The Process of How European Countries
Recognized America.” Also focusing on the American Revolution,
Ruvalcaba explores how the United States received recognition as
a sovereign nation on the global stage. He argues that even though
the United States declared independence in 1776 with the
Declaration of Independence, the timing and process by which
different European nations (France, Dutch, and Britain) came to
view America as a new nation varied greatly.
Our sixth and final article is “Uprooted: Doorway Gardens and
African Plant Cultivation in the Colonial Atlantic World” by
Brittany Mondragon. Adding to scholarship on the Columbian
Exchange, she observes the impact African-native plants had on
the Americas and their cultivation on plantations during the
eighteenth century. Traveling across the Atlantic, these plants
made their way onto provision gardens of enslaved Africans.
Mondragon suggests these provision gardens provided enslaved
Africans some mild autonomy as they cultivated their own food
and medicine, prepared culturally-significant dishes, and sold or
bartered surplus goods.
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This year, the journal remembers the lives of four prominent
figures who passed away within this last year. Cecelia Smith
begins the in-memoriam portion of the journal by reflecting on the
life and legacy of the American writer, bell hooks, and her social
activism in regard to race, feminism, sexuality, and
socioeconomics. George “Matt” Patino remembers the influence
and achievements of actress and television pioneer, Betty White, in
“Betty White, Ms. Television.” Next, Gary Crethers reflects on the
career and influence of Noble Peace Prize recipient Desmond Tutu,
a South African Anglican bishop and theologian, who is renowned
for his anti-apartheid activism. Lastly, co-authors Devin Gillen and
Levi Gonzalez extensively explore the life, influences, and legacy
of Donald Rumsfeld, a long-term Republican politician and the
former State of Defense under former President Gerald Ford and
former President George W. Bush.
The last section of History in the Making comprises eight
insightful reviews on recent books, films, and museum exhibits.
The first literature review portion begins with Jose Castro’s book
review of Boyle Heights: How a Los Angeles Neighborhood
Became the Future of American Democracy, which explores the
history of the Latinx community in East Los Angeles. Next,
Brittany Mondragon reviews the book, Reckoning with Slavery:
Gender, Kinship, and Capitalism in the Early Black Atlantic.
The film review portion starts with Brittany Mondragon
reflecting on the life of British artist Louis Wain and his struggle
with mental illness in a review of The Electrical Life of Louis
Wain. The next two film reviews focus on Black identity and
culture in the United States. Cecelia Smith provides a review of the
fictional historical film, Passing, which focuses on racial identity
during the 1920s Harlem Renaissance in New York City. Cameron
Smith then examines the 1969 Harlem Cultural Festival in the
historical documentary on the Summer of Soul (…Or, When the
Revolution Could Not Be Televised).
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Starting the museum reviews, Michelle Curtis discusses the
planning and implementation process between CSUSB students
and the Sherman Indian Museum to develop a virtual exhibit in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic in her review entitled
“‘Brave Hearts: A Virtual Exhibit’ with Room to Grow.” Next,
Michael Chavez reviews The First American Museum, which
opened in September 2021, in Oklahoma City. Concluding this
year’s journal is a museum review of the Workman-Temple
Family Homestead Museum in Los Angeles by Jose Castro.
Jacqulyne R. Anton and Brittany Mondragon
Chief Editors
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